
We are an inclusive church, called to 
be caring, loving and welcoming to all 

The Fifth Sunday of Lent 

17 March 2024 

Services in the Parish 

CONNECT, BELONG, SHARE, GROW 
Our mission is to build connections, encourage belonging, and share an 

appealing faith that grows a vibrant Christian community at every stage of life.  

Please contact the parish office on  

01582 765524 or office@parishofharpenden.org  

You can also find information on www.parishofharpenden.org 

PARISH OFFICE OPENING HOURS THIS WEEK 

MONDAY - FRIDAY   10.00am - 2.00pm 

8.00am 
Holy Communion at St Nicholas’  

President - Revd Canon Dennis Stamps; Preacher - Jacquie Hibbert 

9.30am  
Sung Eucharist at St Nicholas’  

President - Revd Canon Dennis Stamps; Preacher - Jacquie Hibbert 

This service will be live streamed on Facebook (or available as a 
recorded service afterwards) You can also join by telephone: 
02034815240, enter ID#: 81402722773, followed by # (no password 
needed).  

9.30am 
Family Communion at St Mary’s 

President - Revd Sally Goodson; Preacher - Hilary Pask 

Live-streamed on www.facebook.com/StMarysKinsbourneGreen 

10.00am 
Holy Communion at All Saints’ and on Zoom  

President – Revd James Brown ;  Preacher - Pauline Gilbert 

Zoom details available in the weekly email sending the pew leaflet or by 

request from associate.vicar@allsaints.parishofharpenden.org 

11.30am Morning Praise at St Nicholas’  

Leader - Chris Powell; Speaker - Sarah Crew 

3.00pm Holy Baptism at St Nicholas’: Cleo Victoria Warner; Constance 

Patricia Gibbs; Dorothy Jennifer Gibbs 

4.00pm Holy Baptism at St Nicholas’: Annie Sylvia Kennedy 

4.30pm Simply Communion at St Mary’s 

6.30pm Choral Evensong at St Nicholas’ 
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COLLECT  

Most merciful God, who by the death and resurrection of your Son Jesus Christ delivered and 

saved the world: grant that by faith in him who suffered on the cross we may triumph in the 

power of his victory; through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord, who is alive and reigns with you, 

in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  
 

Or ADDITIONAL COLLECT  

Gracious Father, you gave up your Son out of love for the world: lead us to ponder the 

mysteries of his passion, that we may know eternal peace through the shedding of our 

Saviour’s blood, Jesus Christ our Lord.  
 

FIRST READING Jeremiah 31.31–34  

The days are surely coming, says the LORD, when I will make a new covenant with the house 

of Israel and the house of Judah. It will not be like the covenant that I made with their 

ancestors when I took them by the hand to bring them out of the land of Egypt – a covenant 

that they broke, though I was their husband, says the LORD. But this is the covenant that I will 

make with the house of Israel after those days, says the LORD: I will put my law within them, 

and I will write it on their hearts; and I will be their God, and they shall be my people. No 

longer shall they teach one another, or say to each other, ‘Know the LORD,’ for they shall all 

know me, from the least of them to the greatest, says the LORD; for I will forgive their iniquity, 

and remember their sin no more.  
 

SECOND READING Hebrews 5.5–10  

Christ did not glorify himself in becoming a high priest, but was appointed by the one who said 

to him, ‘You are my Son, today I have begotten you’; as he says also in another place, ‘You 

are a priest for ever, according to the order of Melchizedek.’ In the days of his flesh, Jesus 

offered up prayers and supplications, with loud cries and tears, to the one who was able to 

save him from death, and he was heard because of his reverent submission. Although he was 

a Son, he learned obedience through what he suffered; and having been made perfect, he 

became the source of eternal salvation for all who obey him, having been designated by God 

a high priest according to the order of Melchizedek.  

Collects, Reading and Gospel 

CLERGY AND MINISTERS CONTINUE TO PRAY FOR YOU AND FOR THE PRAYER 

LIST for the parish. If you have anyone you would like to add to the prayer list, contact the 

parish office or the clergy. 

PLEASE REMEMBER IN YOUR PRAYERS  

Diocesan ‘Living God’s Love’ Topic for the Week: Transforming Communities : 

Those who support the homeless 

The Sick: Kevin Gill, Peter Norwood, Gill, Rosemary Farmer, Derek Hotchkiss 

The Recently Departed: Freddie Gee, Rick Hewetson, Marie Elledge, Brian 

Pobjoy, David Welsh, Mike Clasby 

First Anniversary of Death: Margery Boorman 



  

GOSPEL John 12.20–33  

Among those who went up to worship at the festival were some Greeks. They came to Philip, 

who was from Bethsaida in Galilee, and said to him, ‘Sir, we wish to see Jesus.’ Philip went 

and told Andrew; then Andrew and Philip went and told Jesus. Jesus answered them, ‘The 

hour has come for the Son of Man to be glorified. Very truly, I tell you, unless a grain of 

wheat falls into the earth and dies, it remains just a single grain; but if it dies, it bears much 

fruit. Those who love their life lose it, and those who hate their life in this world will keep it for 

eternal life. Whoever serves me must follow me, and where I am, there will my servant be 

also. Whoever serves me, the Father will honour. ‘Now my soul is troubled. And what should 

I say – “Father, save me from this hour”? No, it is for this reason that I have come to this 

hour. Father, glorify your name.’ Then a voice came from heaven, ‘I have glorified it, and I 

will glorify it again.’ The crowd standing there heard it and said that it was thunder. Others 

said, ‘An angel has spoken to him.’ Jesus answered, ‘This voice has come for your sake, not 

for mine. Now is the judgement of this world; now the ruler of this world will be driven out. 

And I, when I am lifted up from the earth, will draw all people to myself.’ He said this to 

indicate the kind of death he was to die.  
 

POST COMMUNION  

Lord Jesus Christ, you have taught us that what we do for the least of our brothers and 

sisters we do also for you: give us the will to be the servant of others as you were the servant 

of all, and gave up your life and died for us, but are alive and reign, now and for ever.  

 



Parish Notices  

HOLY WEEK: Do join us for special services in Holy Week for the parish at St Nicholas: 

Blessing of palm crosses, 9.30am on Church Green, Evensong on Palm Sunday (24 March) 

special service of readings and music with our choir; Compline with address, Mon, Tues, 

Wed, 8pm, Reader Lauryn Awbrey to speak on ‘A journey with Jesus: Bethany, the Temple, 

The Garden; Good Friday Walk of Witness, 10.30am; followed by Liturgy of the Cross at 

12noon; Saturday Family Event with High Street Methodist, 10am-12noon (see details 

below); Easter morning services as usual.  PICK UP LEAFLET ON WELCOME TABLE. 
 

WALK OF WITNESS, GOOD FRIDAY: Gather at the entrance of Rothamsted Park at 

10.15.  Walk commences at 10.30, ends with Service on the Green, then refreshments in our 

hall. 
 

EASTER SATURDAY 30 MARCH 10 TO 12 NOON: Join us at High Street Methodist 

Church, Harpenden for lots of fun and adventure as you explore our exciting Easter trail and 

learn more about the true Easter story.  There will be sensory activities, craft making, 

storytelling and lots of lego!  Come enjoy drinks, snacks and Easter Eggs! All ages welcome! 

Children need to have a parent or carer with them at all times.  It is free of charge but 

donations gratefully received to help fund the event.  
 

EASTER MONDAY PILGRIMAGE TO CATHEDRAL for special service.  Would anyone like 

to lead the walk/pilgrimage, depart ing10am from Cornelia’s? Please let the Rector know 
 

LAST OF THIS YEARS’ WALKS FOR LENT, 5.30pm this Tuesday. Meet outside All Saints’ 

Church to walk through Batford Springs Nature Reserve with pauses for readings, poems 

and prayers to help us reflect on life in this season. Lasts 30 minutes. 
 

CONFIRMATION PREPARATION FOR ADULTS will meet 30 April, 7 May, 21 May, 28 May,  

7.30pm (or 8pm if need be) for 1 hour.  Anyone welcome to attend even if just to 

consider.  Confirmation is scheduled for 5 June, 7.30pm, at All Saints church. Contact the 

Rector (rector@parishofharpenden.org) or the parish office if interested. 
 

THE NEXT PARISH CONFIRMATION COURSE FOR YOUTH will commence on Sunday 21 

April and will take place over 6 sessions between 4 and 5pm in St Nicholas Hall. It is aimed 

at children / youth aged 11 years of age and over. The confirmation itself will take place on 

Wednesday 5 June 2024 at 7.30pm at All Saints, Harpenden. If your young person would like 

to attend the course, please contact the Parish Office for details and an application form. 

Please approach a member of the clergy team if you would like more information or contact 

Cath 07961 564385.  
 

WORK-LIFE PATTERN - As agreed with the Diocese, from 1 April Revd James will be 

slightly reducing his working hours. He will not be working Thursday afternoons, as well as 

his usual day off Friday. We don’t expect there to be any material affect on the day to day 

running of parish life, other than having a priest with a better work-life balance and sense of 

energy.  
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THE WAY OF THE CROSS, a guided tour through the reflections of individuals caught up 

in the events of Good Friday, will take place on SUNDAY 24 MARCH at 7.30 and 8 pm, 

duration 75 minutes. FREE TICKETS which must be booked in advance from 

www.highstreet.church/easter  It starts at High Street Methodist  Church, continues at  

St Nicholas and ends at Our Lady of Lourdes Church.  
 

VOLUNTEER(S) NEEDED to co-ordinate making of knitted blankets etc for British 

Humanitarian Aid & other organisations. For many years the late Ellen Hills organised this, 

and we can pass on some details of  people who have been involved in the past. Ellen’s 

family would love to see her work continued and a number of knitters have asked about 

what will be happening, but it can’t without someone to take the lead; could be a shared 

job. Please contact the Parish Office if interested.  
 

DEMENTIA FRIENDS INFORMATION SESSION: Sunday 14 April, 2-3pm in All Saints’ 

Church Hall.  For anyone living or working with those who live with dementia, to increase 

awareness of how dementia affects people and how we can all help by understanding and 

taking simple steps. People actually living with dementia can find the sessions difficult but 

the decision as to whether to come or not is up to them and their carers. 
 

THE HARPENDEN TRUST WILL BE HOLDING THE SENIOR’S FAIR on 10 April 2024 at 

the Eric Morecambe Centre in Rothamstead Park. The event will showcase services, 

support and activities of interest to Seniors. Entry is free and over 30 exhibitors from the 

charity, not-for-profit and commercial sectors will attend to provide information. The 

Harpenden Village WI will be offering refreshments.  
 

RECORD OF CHURCH ATTENDANCE FOR ST GEORGE’S SCHOOL APPLICATION 

Please remember to bring your ‘passport’ to church and get it stamped at least one Sunday 

a month for the duration of school years 4 and 5. Children in Year 6 will need a stamp 

for September. There are new copies of the passport available from the back of church 

now. We do not stamp passports at Morning or Evening Prayer. We recommend taking a 

photo of the card regularly in case you mislay it. 
 

PARISH GIVING: If you do not already make a regular donation to the Parish, 

please consider doing so. It is now easier than ever to set up a Direct Debit with 

The Parish Giving Scheme (PGS). Follow this link https://

www.parishgiving.org.uk/donors/find-your-parish/harpenden-st-nicholas-st-albans/ or 

simply scan the QR code from your mobile device. Any queries can be sent to Claire 

Petevinos: giving.recorder@parishofharpenden.org 
 

TEXT GIVING is a simple, quick and convenient way to give on a one-off or occasional 

basis. From your mobile phone, just type CHURCH followed by an amount of up to £20 and 

text to 70085, to donate to the Parish. For example, text CHURCH 10 to donate £10. You 

can do this as many times as you wish. For every text sent, you will be charged the amount 

you have chosen to give plus your standard network rate.  
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St Nicholas’ Church Notices 

MUSIC  

9.30am  Sung Eucharist  

Setting:  New English Folk Mass 

Hymns: 123 There is a green hill; 499 Lift high the cross;  

 316 Now, my tongue; 116 O dearest Lord, thy sacred head 

Anthem: He came singing (Gibson) 
 

6.30pm Choral Evensong 

Responses: Plainsong 

Setting: Dyson in C minor 

Anthem: And didst thou travel light? (Shepherd) 

OUR 9.30AM SERVICE IS NORMALLY LIVE STREAMED ON FACEBOOK (also available as 

a recorded service afterwards). We are a public page and you do not have to sign up to 

Facebook to access (just keep saying no to joining until you get to the page (https://

www.facebook.com/StNicholasChurchHarpenden). Any problems, do contact us. 
 

PARISH CHURCH COUNCIL (PCC) NEW MEMBERS NEEDED (5):  ST Nicholas needs 

five new PCC members.  If you are interested please speak to the Rector or Sara in the 

office (PCC Secretary).  This is your church and if you want to help it run properly, please 

consider.  Only five meetings a year, but PCC is key to making decisions about our parish. 
 

ST NICHOLAS DISTRICT CHURCH COUNCIL (DCC) would like to elect two new 
representatives,  one person who attends Simply Worship service regularly and one person 
who attends Morning Praise service regularly. 
 

WE HAVE BEEN AWARDED THE BRONZE ECO AWARD! Thank you to our Eco Group 
for helping achieve this.  Would you like to join the Eco Group, contact Revd Cath Rindl. 
 

WE NEED YOUR HELP: DCC Secretary (attend DCC meetings and keep and distribute 

minutes) Ongoing help needed with Cornelia’s, Tea-Cake and Chat, Servers (9.30 service) 
 

TODDLER TIME - HELP REQUESTED Toddler Time is held in the Church Hall on Wednesday 

mornings from 9.00am until 10.45am.  About 20 families attend each week, during term time 

only. It's a friendly environment which facilitates fun for the children and friendship for the 

adults. There is a rota for helpers to sign up for dates when they're available. No pressure to 

come every week!  If interested please contact Zoe Brown on 07780576033 or 

01zoebrown@gmail.com. 
 

FAITH AND LIGHT TEA, SUNDAY 7 APRIL. It is St Nicholas’ Church’s turn to provide and 

serve the food for the Faith and Light Tea at St John's church. We need sandwiches, scones 

and cakes for about 20 people and also 8 helpers on the day, from 3pm-6pm. Please contact 

Jean McIntosh, 761362 or 07940 400263, or email jeanmcintosh41@gmail.com for further 

details. A sign up sheet is on the welcome table. Thank you 
 

HEALTH AND SAFETY REFRESHER TRAINING Saturdays 11 May or 18 May, 11.30-12.30. 

As a church we have a duty to ensure the health and safety of everyone who may use our 

buildings including clergy, staff, volunteers, congregation and visitors. Simon will be giving two 

informal refresher sessions for those who undertake any role, paid or voluntary, to ensure 

everyone is kept up to speed. Please try and attend one of them if you help in any capacity in 

the church/hall buildings. The sessions are identical, so you only need attend one of the dates. 

Please register your name with the Parish Office for a space. 
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Emergency Prayer Chain: jenny.britt@yahoo.com 

 

MAUNDY THURSDAY MEAL - you are invited to this very special occasion on Thursday  

28 March, 7.30pm. We enjoy a meal together in the hall while hearing the story of the last 

supper and sharing communion around the table in a relaxed and meaningful way. This is 

followed by the stripping of the altar and a silent vigil until 10.30pm in for those who 

wish. For catering purposes, please tell us if you’re coming 01582 363789 / 

associate.vicar@allsaints.parishofharpenden.org 

 

CAKE SALE FUNDS - Thank you to all who helped with the cake sale on Mothering 

Sunday! We managed to raise over £170, which will be donated to the UNFPA’s 'Mama 

Kits’ fund providing essential resources to mothers and babies in desperate situations 

around the world.  
 

COMMUNION TRIAL -  Please let James know any reflections on how our trial of offering 

both intincted (dipped) wafers as well as the bread then the cup, is working. 

 

PATTERN OF WORSHIP - following discussions with the LMDT and DCC, we are now 

trying a new monthly structure to our rhythm of worship. With occasional adjustments for 

festivals etc, we are following this pattern: Week 1 - Worship Service; 2 - Communion; 3 - All 

Age Worship; 4 - Holy Communion. There will also be more regular use of the organ and 

guitar to compliment the piano in our musical worship. In March we will have All Age 

Worship for Mothering Sunday on 10 March, Holy Communion on 17 March, Worship 

Service with Passion Reading on Palm Sunday and Holy Communion on Easter Day. 

 
 

St Mary’s Church Notices 

TUESDAY 10AM HOLY COMMUNION - 19 March 

 

AS IN PREVIOUS YEARS YOU ARE INVITED TO SPONSOR FLOWERS FOR 

EASTER. Many people find this a lovely way to remember a loved one with their name 

read out in the prayers on Easter Day. If you would like to do this speak to Anita on 

461600 or message to croftal@aol.com. The flower arranging team are looking forward to 

making the church look beautiful at Easter.  
 

 

 

All Saints’ Church Notices  
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What’s on This Week  

Monday 18 
9.15am Morning Prayer at All Saints’ 

Tuesday 19 
9.00am Morning Prayer at St Mary’s 

10.00am Holy Communion at St Mary’s 
Wednesday 20  
9.00am Morning Prayer at All Saints’ 

10.30am Holy Communion at St Nicholas’  

5.00pm Evening Prayer at St Nicholas’  

Thursday 21  
9.00am Morning Prayer at St Nicholas’ 

10.00am Holy Communion at All Saints’ 

12noon Funeral of Marie Elledge at St Nicholas’ 

Saturday 23  

10.30am Holy Communion at St Nicholas’ 

2.00pm Wedding of William Downes and Lucy Elledge at St Nicholas’ 

Sunday 24 March - Palm Sunday 

8.00am Holy Communion with Passion Readingat St Nicholas’  

President - Revd Canon Dennis Stamps 

9.30am 
Blessing of Palms on Church Green followed by procession to St Nicholas’ 

9.45am 
(approx.)  

Sung Eucharist with Passion Reading at St Nicholas’  

President - Revd Canon Dennis Stamps 

This service will be live streamed on Facebook (or available as a recorded 
service afterwards) You can also join by telephone: 02034815240, enter ID#: 
81402722773, followed by # (no password needed).  

9.30am Family Communion with Passion Reading at St Mary’s 

President - Revd Sally Goodson 

Live-streamed on www.facebook.com/StMarysKinsbourneGreen 

10.00am 
Worship Service with Passion Reading and Stations of the Cross at  

All Saints’ and on Zoom  

Leader – Revd James Brown  

Zoom details available in the weekly email sending the pew leaflet or by 

request from associate.vicar@allsaints.parishofharpenden.org 

11.30am Morning Praise with Passion Reading at St Nicholas’  

Leader - Suzanne Rose 

6.30pm Evensong with Readings & Music for Holy Week at St Nicholas’ 

Readings  Isaiah 50.4-9a     Passion Narrative from Mark 
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