
We are an inclusive church, called to 
be caring, loving and welcoming to all 

Sunday 30 November 2025 

The First Sunday of Advent 

Services in the Parish 

Contact details  

Parish Office T: 01582 765524 E: office@parishofharpenden.org  
 

For any pastoral concerns contact any one of the Parish Clergy or Pastoral Care Team 
 

Revd Patrick Moriarty T: 07376 661041 

E: rector@parishofharpenden.org 
Revd Sally Goodson T: 01582 712754 
E:associate.vicar@stmarys.parishofharpenden.org 
Revd James Brown T: 01582 363789  
E: associate.vicar@allsaints.parishofharpenden.org 
Chris Powell T: 01582 764930 (Pastoral Care Co-Ordinator) 

PARISH OFFICE OPENING HOURS THIS WEEK 

MONDAY - FRIDAY   10.00am - 2.00pm 

CONNECT, BELONG, SHARE, GROW 
Our mission is to build connections, encourage belonging, and share an 

appealing faith that grows a vibrant Christian community at every stage of life.  

8.00am Holy Communion at St Nicholas’  

President – Revd Patrick Moriarty; Preacher - Brenda Marshall 

9.30am Sung Eucharist at St Nicholas’  

President – Revd Patrick Moriarty; Preacher - Brenda Marshall 

This service will be live streamed on facebook.com/

StNicholasChurchHarpenden 

9.30am Family Communion at St Mary’s  

President & Preacher- Revd Sally Goodson 

Live-streamed on www.facebook.com/StMarysKinsbourneGreen 

10.00am Morning Worship at All Saints’  

Leader - Revd James Brown; Preacher - Jacquie Hibbert 

Zoom details available in the weekly email sending the pew leaflet or by 

request from associate.vicar@allsaints.parishofharpenden.org 

11.30am Morning Praise with Holy Communion at St Nicholas’  

Leader - Chris Powell; President & Preacher - Revd Patrick Moriarty 

6.30pm Advent Carols at St Nicholas’  

6.30pm A Walk in the Dark at All Saints’ 
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Collects, Readings, Psalm, Gospel and Post-Communion Prayer 

PLEASE REMEMBER IN YOUR PRAYERS 

Diocesan Topic for the Week: Transforming Communities: those who run and attend after 

school clubs 

The Sick:  

The Recently Departed: Margaret Grant, Margaret Dilworth, Pamela Gregory 

First Anniversary of Death:  Violet Rickaby 

COLLECT  

Almighty God, give us grace to cast away the works of darkness and to put on the armour 

of light, now in the time of this mortal life, which your Son Jesus Christ came to us in great 

humility; that on the last day, when he shall come again in glorious majesty to judge the 

living and the dead, we may rise to the life immortal; through him who is alive and reigns 

with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

 

ALTERNATIVE COLLECT 

Almighty God, as your Kingdom dawns, turn us from the darkness of sin to the light of 

holiness, that we may be ready to meet you in our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ. 

 

FIRST READING Isaiah 2.1–5 

The word that Isaiah son of Amoz saw concerning Judah and Jerusalem. In days to come 

the mountain of the Lord’s house shall be established as the highest of the mountains, 

and shall be raised above the hills; all the nations shall stream to it. Many peoples shall 

come and say, ‘Come, let us go up to the mountain of the LORD, to the house of the God 

of Jacob; that he may teach us his ways and that we may walk in his paths.’ For out of 

Zion shall go forth instruction, and the word of the LORD from Jerusalem. He shall judge 

between the nations, and shall arbitrate for many peoples; they shall beat their swords 

into ploughshares, and their spears into pruning-hooks; nation shall not lift up sword 

against nation, neither shall they learn war any more. O house of Jacob, come, let us walk 

in the light of the LORD! 

 

SECOND READING Romans 13.11–14 

Brothers and sisters, you know what time it is, how it is now the moment for you to wake 

from sleep. For salvation is nearer to us now than when we became believers; the night is 

far gone, the day is near. Let us then lay aside the works of darkness and put on the 

armour of light; let us live honourably as in the day, not in revelling and drunkenness, not 

in debauchery and licentiousness, not in quarrelling and jealousy. Instead, put on the Lord 

Jesus Christ, and make no provision for the flesh, to gratify its desires. 

16 DAYS OF ACTIVISM AGAINST GENDER BASED VIOLENCE This international event 

takes place between the 25 November and 10 December. There are some prayers 

available to use during this period attached to the MU notice board in the font area of  

St Nicholas’ Church, please take a sheet if you would find it useful.  



ADVENT PROSE  
(8am congregation to read text; 9.30am congregation sing the Antiphon between verses; the choir will 
sing verses)  

1
Be not wroth very sore, O Lord, neither remember iniquity forever:  

Thy holy cities are a wilderness, Sion is a wilderness, Jerusalem a desolation:  

Our hold and our beautiful house, where our fathers praised thee.  

 
2
We have sinned, and are as an unclean thing, and we do fade as a leaf:  

And our iniquities, like the wind have taken us away; Thou hast hid thy face from us:  

And hast consumed us, because of our iniquities.  

 
3
Ye are my witnesses, saith the Lord, and my servant whom I have chosen;  

That ye may know me and believe me: I, even I, am the Lord,  

And beside me there is no Saviour: and there is none that can deliver out of my hand.  

 
4
Comfort ye, comfort ye my people, my salvation shall not tarry;  

I have blotted out as a thick cloud thy transgressions:  

Fear not, for I will save thee: for I am the Lord thy God, the Holy One of Israel, thy  

Redeemer.  

 

GOSPEL Matthew 24.36–44 

Jesus spoke to his disciples: ‘About that day and hour no one knows, neither the angels 

of heaven, nor the Son, but only the Father. For as the days of Noah were, so will be the 

coming of the Son of Man. For as in those days before the flood they were eating and 

drinking, marrying and giving in marriage, until the day Noah entered the ark, and they 

knew nothing until the flood came and swept them all away, so too will be the coming of 

the Son of Man. Then two will be in the field; one will be taken and one will be left. Two 

women will be grinding meal together; one will be taken and one will be left. Keep awake, 

therefore, for you do not know on what day your Lord is coming. But understand this: if 

the owner of the house had known in what part of the night the thief was coming, he 

would have stayed awake and would not have let his house be broken into. Therefore you 

also must be ready, for the Son of Man is coming at an unexpected hour.’ 

 

POST COMMUNION 

O Lord our God, make us watchful and keep us faithful as we await the coming of your 

Son our Lord; that, when he shall appear, he may not find us sleeping in sin but active in 

his service and joyful in his praise; through Jesus Christ our Lord. 



MEMBERS OF HARPENDEN CONCERT BAND will be carolling at Cornelia’s Saturdays 13 & 

20 December and Christmas Eve, 10am - noon. Please join us for some festive music while 

you enjoy your coffee and cake. If weather is good we will be outside in Cornelia’s garden, so 

wrap up warm. If heavy rain we will be in the church/hall. If you play an instrument and would 

like to join in, please contact the Parish Office or Rachael Threlfall – all ages welcome, under 

18s need a parent to remain on site.  
 

TEA, CAKE, AND CHAT You are welcome to join this afternoon of friendly conversation and 

delicious refreshment at All Saints’ Church Hall. Particularly good for older residents. Neighbours 

and friends very welcome. The next date is 18 December at 2pm - a Christmas special with a 

concert from Sir John Lawes School. Lifts can be arranged - please contact Chris Powell 

chris_powell51@hotmail.co.uk / 01582 764930 
 

SING A FEW CAROLS, hear a few readings and enjoy some soup in St Nicholas’ Church on 

Fridays 5, 12 & 19 December at 1pm. Lasts about half an hour.  
 

CARDS FOR GOOD CAUSES - Opening times: Monday to Saturday, 10am - 4pm.  

Location: URC Church, Vaughan Rd, Harpenden AL5 4ED. Selling: A wide range of Christmas 

cards, representing a large number of charities, as well as Advent calendars and candles, 

stocking fillers, wrapping paper, decorations and other festive gifts. Do go along to support them. 
 

FREE LOCAL CHRISTMAS CARD DELIVERY FOR ELDERLY Harpenden District Cubs are 

pleased to offer a free Christmas card delivery service for the elderly again this year. This 

service allows elderly residents to post cards for free to others in Harpenden, Batford and 

Redbourn only. The post boxes will be available until Tuesday 9 December at St Mary’s and 

Thursday 11 December at St Nicholas’ (in the Parish Office) and All Saints’. There are also other 

post boxes around the town; these are available until Monday 8 December.  
 

CHRISTMAS FESTIVAL CAKE STALL - Cakes required please for this event.  Please include 

the ingredients with your contribution and bring to St Nicholas’ from 1.30pm onwards on the 

6 December. Thank you.   
 

ST NICHOLAS CHRISTMAS FESTIVAL 6 DECEMBER FROM 2.00 - 5.00PM Find out about  

St Nicholas and his role in our Christmas while enjoying our festive cafe, stalls, children's crafts 

activities, gifts, tombola, hamper raffle and music and meet our very own St Nicholas.  Bring 

along your entries for our Christmas Christingle competition (both children and adults -see flyer 

for details). If you can help on the day - in the cafe, behind a stall, setting up or clearing up or 

could bake a cake for the cafe, please sign up at the back of church or in Cornelia's or email 

Jane and Sarah on bakers@thekitchenfrontbakery.co.uk  (cakes can be dropped off 

in  Cornelia's on Friday 5 or Saturday 6 in the morning or at the event).  Profits will be split 

between St Nicholas’ Church and the mental health charity The Ollie Foundation. Do come 

along and tell your friends! 
 

ADVENT STUDY GROUPS Mondays 1, 8, 15 December, 7.30-8.30pm at St Mary’s, Tuesdays 

2, 9, 16 December, 2-3pm in Cornelia’s. Bishop Guli Francis-Dehqani’s book ‘Listening to the 

Music of the Soul’ helps us explore Advent themes through the Bible and her own personal 

experiences, along with music to help us reflect. Sign up sheets are available in church.  
 

YOU ARE WELCOME TO JOIN THE FIELD HOUSE RESIDENTS on Tuesday 16 December at 

11.30am for our service of Christmas carols and readings.   
 

 

Parish Notices  
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SCENES OF ADVENT - Local artist and friend of All Saints’, Erin O’Sullivan joined us last 

year throughout Advent and created a series of paintings and drawings during our services 

and events. She has captured beautifully the sense of light in the shadows that this time 

reveals. Her work will be displayed in All Saints throughout this Advent so please make 

time to look at this and bring friends and neighbours who would be interested too.  
 

DEANERY ADVENT QUIET DAY SATURDAY 6 DECEMBER 10AM - 1PM ST MARY’S, 

REDBOURN The theme is the Antiphons of Advent. There will be some Advent prayers, art 

and music, some guided and private reflection and a soup and bread lunch. Sign up sheets 

at the back of church 
 

SATURDAY HOLY COMMUNION SERVICES AT ST NICHOLAS’ 10.30am Holy 

Communion services during December and onwards will be as follows:- 

Saturday 6 December - no service due to Christmas Festival 

Saturday 13 December - Holy Communion (BCP) 

Saturday 20 December - Holy Communion 

Saturday 3 January - Holy Communion (BCP) 

Saturday 7 February - Holy Communion (BCP) 
 

IN THE NEW YEAR WE WILL BE RUNNING A COURSE IN CHRISTIAN BASICS. If you 

are exploring Christian faith for the first time, or are curious about it, or just want to be 

refreshed, this course is for you. All are welcome for teaching, food and discussion.  For 

those who wish, the course will also lead into preparation for confirmation in the spring. 

Dates and details to be confirmed but please speak to a member of the clergy if you are 

interested in being prepared for confirmation.  
 

PARISH GIVING: If you do not already make a regular donation to the Parish, 

please consider doing so. It is now easier than ever to set up a Direct Debit with 

The Parish Giving Scheme (PGS). Follow this link https://www.parishgiving.org.uk/

donors/find-your-parish/harpenden-st-nicholas-st-albans/ or simply scan the QR 

code from your mobile device. Any queries can be sent to Claire Petevinos: 

giving.recorder@parishofharpenden.org 
 

TEXT GIVING is a simple, quick and convenient way to give on a one-off or occasional 

basis. From your mobile phone, just type CHURCH followed by an amount of up to £20 and 

text to 70085, to donate to the Parish. For example, text CHURCH 10 to donate £10. You 

can do this as many times as you wish. For every text sent, you will be charged the amount 

you have chosen to give plus your standard network rate.  

ST GEORGE’S SCHOOL APPLICATIONS 

Children intending to apply to St George's Secondary School are advised to submit a clergy reference form with 

their application. The school gives priority to children with a clergy reference. Please note: 

• The School requires church attendance at least once per calendar month for each of the 24 months prior to 

the date of application for a school place. 

• St George’s School Governors set the admissions policy, not the Church. Queries about the policy or the 

process, or about your child's application, should be addressed to the admissions team at the School. 

• It is parents’ responsibility to check the admissions requirements and ensure they meet them  

To ensure we can give this reference, a Record of Attendance should be completed for 2 years prior to date of 

application (i.e. during school Years 4 and 5). You can pick up a blank copy from any of our three churches. The 

School website provides further details of the admissions criteria. The school will consider applications without a 

clergy reference but through a separate admissions category.  
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St Nicholas’ Church Notices 

OUR 9.30AM SERVICE IS NORMALLY LIVE STREAMED ON FACEBOOK (also available 

as a recorded service afterwards). We are a public page and you do not have to sign up to 

Facebook to access (just keep saying no to joining until you get to the page (https://

www.facebook.com/StNicholasChurchHarpenden). Any problems, do contact us.  

 

WANTED SPARE CHRISTMAS DECORATIONS AND GOOD QUALITY BOOKS! Have 

you any vintage or other unwanted Christmas decorations lurking at the back of a cupboard? 

Alternatively have you any good quality adult fiction and cookery books. We would love to 

take them off your hands to resell at the Christmas Festival. Bring them to Cornelia’s or the 

parish office.  

 

CHRISTINGLE SERVICE ON SUNDAY 7 DECEMBER AT 4.30PM Our annual Christingle 

celebration will take place during the Simply Worship service on Sunday 7 December at 

4.30pm. The service is for people of all ages but particularly children and their parents and 

carers. Each child will receive a Christingle, which is an orange, decorated with sweets, 

dried fruit, red ribbon and a candle.  Come and sing Away in a Manger by candlelight, a 

lovely way to start the Christmas season!  You will learn about the work of The Children's 

Society, which is a national charity that runs local projects helping children and young 

people when they are at their most vulnerable, and have nowhere left to turn, and you will be 

invited to make a donation towards the work of the charity. 

MUSIC  

9.30am  Sung Eucharist 

Setting New English Folk Mass 

Hymns 26 Hark, a thrilling voice is sounding; 31 Lo, he comes with clouds 

 descending; 35 People, look East 

Anthem Sleepers wake (Bach) 
 

6.30pm Advent Carol Service 

St Mary’s Church Notices  

TUESDAY 10AM HOLY COMMUNION - 2 & 16 December 
 

CRIB SERVICE STEWARDS we need new stewards for our crib services on Christmas 

Eve. Services are at 2.30pm and 4.30pm, stewards needed to set up before the first 

service from 1.30, and to tidy up after the second service. We have stewards for one of 

these services but still need a second set of stewards. Contact Sally if you can help.  

 

TWO HELPERS NEEDED AT THE CAROL SERVICE ON SUNDAY 21 DECEMBER AT 

6PM to serve mulled wine and mince pies. Contact Sally if you can offer some help. 
 

CHARITY CONNECTIONS the next stage of our Mission Action Plan is to review our 

charity connections. Which charities do / should we support and how? I’m looking for one 

or two volunteers who would be interested in taking this forward. Please speak to Sally. 
 

FIREPIT CAROLS SUNDAY 14 DECEMBER AT 4.30PM 

Come and sing around the fire and enjoy refreshments afterwards. All welcome 
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Emergency Prayer Chain: jenny.britt@yahoo.com 
 

WORKING PARTY - INDOORS AS WELL AS OUT! You are welcome to come 

along on the first Saturday of each month when we get together to care for the 

grounds at All Saints’ and to dust, sweep and generally clean the church. We meet from 

9.30 -11.30am or whatever time you can manage. Our next session will be on Saturday 6 

December. Coffee served, jobs done, fun had. 
 

CHRISTMAS FOODBANK DONATIONS Your ongoing Food Bank contributions are 

much appreciated, for distribution from the King's Pantry in Harpenden, and now there is 

an additional request for items that can be packed into Christmas hampers for families 

who have received support in recent months. Any contributions are welcome, but 

suggestions include: 

Christmas puddings (various sizes), Mince pies - with date valid for Christmas, Christmas 

cake (various sizes), tins of mixed biscuits, chocolates/sweets, savoury snacks 

Tinned ham, tinned vegetables, tinned fruit, tins/cartons of custard, jams/marmalade, 

bottles of squash, cartons of fruit juice 

Specific Christmas contributions please by Monday 15th December. 

As always, please leave items in the crates in the Church entrance.  Thank you! 
 

CHRISTMAS FLYER DELIVERY - as we each year, we have a printed lots of flyers to tell 

our friends and neighbours about the wonderful services and events happening at  

All Saints in the build up to Christmas. Please can you help by delivering some to streets 

around you? There will be a list of streets to deliver to at church over the coming weeks. 

Please tick off the sheets you can do and the number of flyers needed.  
 

 

DATES FOR CHRISTMAS:- 

• Saturday 13 December, 6.30pm - Firepit Carols 

• Tuesday 16 December, 8pm - Beer and Carols at the Marquis of Granby 

• Sun 21 December 6.30pm - Candlelit Carols 

• Wed 24 December 4pm - Crib Service 

• Wed 24 December 11.30pm - Midnight Holy Communion 

• Thursday 25 December 10am - Christmas Day Celebration 

All Saints’ Church Notices  
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What’s on this Week  

Monday 1 December  

7.30pm Advent Study Group at St Mary’s - see Parish Notices  
  

Tuesday 2  

9.00am Morning Prayer at St Mary’s  

10.00am Holy Communion at St Mary’s 

2.00pm Advent Study Group at St Nicholas’ - see Parish Notices  
  

Wednesday 3  

9.15am Morning Prayer at St Nicholas’ 

10.30am Holy Communion at St Nicholas’ 
  

Thursday 4  
10.00am Holy Communion at All Saints’ 
  

Friday 5  

1.00pm Soup & Carols at St Nicholas’ - see Parish Notices 
  

Saturday 6  

2.00-5.00pm St Nicholas’ Christmas Festival at St Nicholas’ - see Parish Notices 
 

Sunday 7 December - The Second Sunday of Advent / St Nicholas’ Patronal Festival 

8.00am Holy Communion at St Nicholas’  

President & Preacher – Revd Patrick Moriarty 

9.30am Sung Eucharist at St Nicholas’  

President & Preacher – Revd Patrick Moriarty 

This service will be live streamed on facebook.com/

StNicholasChurchHarpenden 

9.30am Family Worship at St Mary’s  

Leader - Nina Featherstone; Preacher - Revd Sally Goodson 

Live-streamed on www.facebook.com/StMarysKinsbourneGreen 

10.00am Morning Worship at All Saints’  

Leader - Philip Le Riche; Preacher - Pauline Gilbert 

Zoom details available in the weekly email sending the pew leaflet or by 

request from associate.vicar@allsaints.parishofharpenden.org 

11.00am Said Holy Communion at St Mary’s 

President & Preacher - Revd Sally Goodson 

11.30am Morning Praise at St Nicholas’  

Leader - Jacquie Hibbert; Speaker - Mike Pearson 

4.30pm Christingle Service at St Nicholas’ - see Church Notices 

6.30pm Choral Evensong at St Nicholas’ 

Readings Isaiah 11.1-10      Romans 15.4-13            Matthew 3.1-12     (AS &St M) 

Isaiah 61.1-3      2 Corinthians 4. 1-2, 5-7 Mark 10.1-3-16       (St N) 
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