We are an inclusive church, called to Parish of
be caring, loving and welcoming to all Harpenden

Sunday 11 January 2026
The Epiphany
Services in the Parish

8.00am Holy Communion at St Nicholas’
President & Preacher - Revd Patrick Moriarty
9.30am All Age Eucharist at St Nicholas’

President - Revd Patrick Moriarty; Preacher - Revd Mark Rodel
This service will be live streamed on facebook.com/
StNicholasChurchHarpenden

9.30am Family Communion at St Mary’s
President & Preacher - Revd Sally Goodson
Live-streamed on www.facebook.com/StMarysKinsbourneGreen

10.00am Holy Communion at All Saints’
President & Preacher - Revd Paul Manuel
Zoom details available in the weekly email sending the pew leaflet or
by request from associate.vicar@allsaints.parishofharpenden.org

11.30am Morning Praise at St Nicholas’

Leader - Suzanne Rose; Speaker - Revd Mark Rodel
3.00pm Holy Baptism at St Nicholas’: Imogen Matilda Catrin Hallett
6.30pm Choral Evensong at St Nicholas’

Contact details
Parish Office T: 01582 765524 E: office@parishofharpenden.orq

For any pastoral concerns contact any one of the Parish Clergy or Pastoral Care Team

Revd Patrick Moriarty T: 07376 661041

E: rector@parishofharpenden.orq

Revd Sally Goodson T: 01582 712754
E:associate.vicar@stmarys.parishofharpenden.org
Chris Powell T: 01582 764930 (Pastoral Care Co-Ordinator)
E: chris powell51@hotmail.co.uk

CONNECT, BELONG, SHARE, GROW
Our mission is to build connections, encourage belonging, and share an
appealing faith that grows a vibrant Christian community at every stage of life.

PARISH OFFICE OPENING HOURS THIS WEEK
MONDAY - FRIDAY 10.00am - 2.00pm
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°o Collects, Readings, Psalm, Gospel and Post-Communion Prayer
COLLECT

Eternal Father, who at the baptism of Jesus revealed him to be your Son, anointing him with
the Holy Spirit: grant to us, who are born again by water and the Spirit, that we may be faithful
to our calling through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord, who is alive and reigns with you, in the
unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever.

Or ADDITIONAL COLLECT
Heavenly Father, at the Jordan you revealed Jesus as your Son: may we recognize him as our
Lord and know ourselves to be your beloved children; through Jesus Christ our Saviour.

FIRST READING lIsaiah 60. 1-6

Arise, shine; for your light has come, and the glory of the LORD has risen upon you. For
darkness shall cover the earth, and thick darkness the peoples; but the LORD will arise upon
you, and his glory will appear over you. Nations shall come to your light, and kings to the
brightness of your dawn. Lift up your eyes and look around; they all gather together, they come
to you; your sons shall come from far away, and your daughters shall be carried on their
nurses’ arms. Then you shall see and be radiant; your heart shall thrill and rejoice, because the
abundance of the sea shall be brought to you, the wealth of the nations shall come to you. A
multitude of camels shall cover you, the young camels of Midian and Ephah; all those from
Sheba shall come. They shall bring gold and frankincense, and shall proclaim the praise of the
LORD.

SECOND READING Ephesians 3. 1-12

[, Paul, am a prisoner for Christ Jesus for the sake of you Gentiles — for surely you have
already heard of the commission of God'’s grace that was given me for you, and how the
mystery was made known to me by revelation, as | wrote above in a few words, a reading of
which will enable you to perceive my understanding of the mystery of Christ. In former
generations this mystery was not made known to humankind, as it has now been revealed to
his holy apostles and prophets by the Spirit: that is, the Gentiles have become fellow-heirs,
members of the same body, and sharers in the promise in Christ Jesus through the gospel. Of
this gospel | have become a servant according to the gift of God’s grace that was given me by
the working of his power. Although | am the very least of all the saints, this grace was given to
me to bring to the Gentiles the news of the boundless riches of Christ, and to make everyone
see what is the plan of the mystery hidden for ages in God who created all things; so that
through the church the wisdom of God in its rich variety might now be made known to the
rulers and authorities in the heavenly places. This was in accordance with the eternal purpose
that he has carried out in Christ Jesus our Lord, in whom we have access to God in boldness
and confidence



PSALM 72. 10-15 (for use at St Nicholas’ 8am service)

The kings of Tarshish and of the isles / shall pay / tribute; ¢ the kings of Sheba and / Seba /
shall bring / gifts.

All kings shall fall / down be/fore him; ¢ all / nations shall / do him / service.

For he shall deliver the / poor that cry / out, ¢ the needy and / those who / have no / helper.
He shall have pity on the / weak and / poor; ¢ he shall pre/serve the / lives of the / needy.
He shall redeem their lives from op/pression and / violence, ¢ and dear shall their / blood be
/ be in his / sight.

Long may he live; unto him may be given / gold from / Sheba; ¢ may prayer be made for him
continually and may they / bless him / all the day / long.

GOSPEL READING Mathew 2. 1-12

In the time of King Herod, after Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea, wise men from the East
came to Jerusalem, asking, ‘Where is the child who has been born king of the Jews? For we
observed his star at its rising, and have come to pay him homage.” When King Herod heard this,
he was frightened, and all Jerusalem with him; and calling together all the chief priests and
scribes of the people, he inquired of them where the Messiah was to be born. They told him, ‘In
Bethlehem of Judea; for so it has been written by the prophet: “And you, Bethlehem, in the land
of Judah, are by no means least among the rulers of Judah; for from you shall come a ruler who
is to shepherd my people Israel.” Then Herod secretly called for the wise men and learned from
them the exact time when the star had appeared. Then he sent them to Bethlehem, saying, ‘Go
and search diligently for the child; and when you have found him, bring me word so that | may
also go and pay him homage.” When they had heard the king, they set out; and there, ahead of
them, went the star that they had seen at its rising, until it stopped over the place where the
child was. When they saw that the star had stopped, they were overwhelmed with joy. On
entering the house, they saw the child with Mary his mother; and they knelt down and paid him
homage. Then, opening their treasure-chests, they offered him gifts of gold, frankincense, and
myrrh. And having been warned in a dream not to return to Herod, they left for their own country
by another road.

POST COMMUNION

Lord of all time and eternity, you opened the heavens and revealed yourself as Father in the
baptism of Jesus your beloved Son: by the power of your Spirit complete the heavenly work of
our rebirth through the waters of the new creation; through Jesus Christ our Lord.

PLEASE REMEMBER IN YOUR PRAYERS

Diocesan Topic for the Week: Making new disciples; churches that are open all day for
prayer

The Sick: Elizabeth Maddock, Kirstie

The Recently Departed: Frances Hall, Iris Southwood

First Anniversary of Death: Pauline Hakesley, Timothy Meeks

CLERGY AND MINISTERS CONTINUE TO PRAY FOR YOU AND FOR THE PRAYER
LIST for the parish. If you have anyone you would like to add to the prayer list, contact the
parish office or the clergy.



e Parish Notices

SATURDAY HOLY COMMUNION SERVICES AT ST NICHOLAS’ the next 10.30am Holy
Communion service on a Saturday at St Nicholas’ will be on Saturday 7 February - Holy
Communion (BCP).

CONFIRMATION we are running a course to prepare children and young people for
Confirmation. Over about 6 sessions we will discuss what it means to become a Christian
disciple, explore Christian beliefs and think about what living a life of faith means. This may
especially appeal to those in School Years 6-8 but it will be tailored to the group, so anyone of
school age is very welcome to explore this important step on the journey of Christian life. It will
take place early in 2026, with dates and times to be confirmed to suit the group once it is
convened. Please email the rector on rector@parishofharpenden.org if you or your child would
like to express interest.

WE WILL BE RUNNING A COURSE IN CHRISTIAN BASICS on 22, 29 January and 5, 12, 19
and 26 February at 7.30pm in Cornelia’s. The format will include some teaching, some shared
food and lots of discussion. Please register your interest via the Parish Office,
including indicating whether you are interested in preparing for confirmation. If you
are exploring Christian faith for the first time, or are curious about it, or just want to  }
be refreshed, this course is for you. You can sign up via the QR code or here or on - e
the sheets available at the back of each church.

WE ARE STARTING A COURSE ON ROMANS (BY DR ANDREW OLLERTON OF THE
BIBLE SOCIETY) FROM TUESDAY 27 JANUARY 2.30 TO 4PM which includes videos from
Rome. Then on 10 and 24 February onwards. Please contact Kirsteen Say 07941 480917 or
Sarah Sewell 07746 070443 or just come along to the Cunningham Room, St Nicholas’ Church
Halls. All welcome.

UNWANTED CHRISTMAS GIFTS of women's toiletries, please donate to AZALEA. Sanitary
products also required. Collecting boxes at the back of St Nicholas and in Cornelias. Note
received from Azalea - "an enormous thank you for all the donations, love and support you have
given this last year. You are truly valued and appreciated"

NEW CHAIR NEEDED FOR HARPENDEN CHILD CONTACT CENTRE a small Harpenden
based charity, offering supported contact facilities to separated families. The successful
candidate will lead a small team of experienced and supportive trustees, working with them, the
admin team and other volunteers to provide the best service we can for our families. The
current Chair is Brigid Brennan, who will be stepping down in May 2026 so the appointment
would ideally be made by the end of March 2026 and confirmed in May at the Charity's AGM.
Mentoring and support will be provided. For more information, please contact HCCC on

07842 167767 or harpendenccc@gmail.com; or Brigid on 07881 785299 or at
brigid.brennan@yvirginmedia.com. More information about HCCC can be found on their website
https.//harpendenchildcontactcentre.org.uk .

BATFORD COMMUNITY CONNECT free drop-in event on Friday 30 January, 11am - 2pm in
Batford Methodist Church, Lower Luton Road. Coffee and chat. 11.45am talk by Citizens Advice
St Albans District on energy saving tips. 12 noon cooking demonstration - quick and filling
winter warmers.
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TRAVELLING CRIB - MISSING BLUE GLASS CANDLE HOLDER If any host for the Crib
discovers the t-light holder has been left in their home, please could you hand it in to the
Parish Office, or contact Pamela Woodford-Smith pamelaws@btinternet.com, Tel. 764368,
for collection. Many thanks.

SNOWDROP GARDEN - POSSIBLY FOR THE LAST TIME The Bishop of St Albans’
Garden will open for what may be the final time this February, with thousands of
snowdrops and early bulbs in bloom. All proceeds support the Beds & Herts Historic
Churches Trust.

Dates: 14 & 15 February; 21 & 22 February

Time: 2—4pm

Location: Abbey Gate House, Abbey Mill Lane, AL3 4HD

Entry: £5 per adult

A warm invitation to enjoy the garden’s early spring beauty and help care for our historic
churches.

PARISH GIVING If you do not already make a regular donation to the Parish,
please consider doing so. It is now easier than ever to set up a Direct Debit with FEAE
The Parish Giving Scheme (PGS). Follow this link https://www.parishgiving.org.uk/ ERségeh
donors/find-your-parish/harpenden-st-nicholas-st-albans/ or simply scan the QR
code from your mobile device. Any queries can be sent to Claire Petevinos:
giving.recorder@parishofharpenden.org

TEXT GIVING is a simple, quick and convenient way to give on a one-off or occasional
basis. From your mobile phone, just type CHURCH followed by an amount of up to £20 and
text to 70085, to donate to the Parish. For example, text CHURCH 10 to donate £10. You
can do this as many times as you wish. For every text sent, you will be charged the amount
you have chosen to give plus your standard network rate.

ST GEORGE’S SCHOOL APPLICATIONS

Children intending to apply to St George's Secondary School are advised to submit a clergy reference form with
their application. The school gives priority to children with a clergy reference. Please note:

The School requires church attendance at least once per calendar month for each of the 24 months prior to
the date of application for a school place.

St George’s School Governors set the admissions policy, not the Church. Queries about the policy or the
process, or about your child's application, should be addressed to the admissions team at the School.

It is parents’ responsibility to check the admissions requirements and ensure they meet them

To ensure we can give this reference, a Record of Attendance should be completed for 2 years prior to date of
application (i.e. during school Years 4 and 5). You can pick up a blank copy from any of our three churches. The
School website provides further details of the admissions criteria. The school will consider applications without a
clergy reference but through a separate admissions category.
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St Nicholas’ Church Notices

MUSIC

9.30am All Age Eucharist

Setting Thorne, Mass of St Thomas

Hymns 84 Brightest and best of the sons of the morning ; 91 We three kings;
90 Songs of thankfulness and praise; 83 As with gladness men of old

Anthem Bethlehem of Noblest Cities (Hurford)

6.30pm Choral Evensong

Responses Smith

Setting Sumsion in A

Anthem We Three Kings (Leddington-Wright)

OUR 9.30AM SERVICE IS NORMALLY LIVE STREAMED ON FACEBOOK (also available
as a recorded service afterwards). We are a public page and you do not have to sign up to
Facebook to access (just keep saying no to joining until you get to the page (https://
www.facebook.com/StNicholasChurchHarpenden). Any problems, do contact us.

SUNDAY CLUB AT 9.30AM SUNG EUCHARIST will return on Sunday 18 January. No
Sunday Club on 11 January as it is an All-Age service .

St Mary’s Church Notices

TUESDAY 10AM HOLY COMMUNION - 20 January

CHARITY CONNECTIONS the next stage of our Mission Action Plan is to review our
charity connections. Which charities do / should we support and how? I’'m looking for one
or two volunteers who would be interested in taking this forward. Please speak to Sally.

CHRISTINGLES - OUR CHRISTINGLE SERVICE IS ON SUNDAY 18 JANUARY AT
4.30PM. Could you help to make the Christingles on Friday 16" at 4pm?

BRING AND SHARE LUNCH - SUNDAY 25 JANUARY FOR AT 12.30 START, bring a
savoury dish or dessert to add to the table. Drinks provided. Enjoy fellowship and
conversation over lunch.

WHY DO WE DO THAT? TEACHING EUCHARIST ON SUNDAY 18 JANUARY OUR
9.30 SERVICE will be a Teaching Eucharist, an opportunity to learn why we do certain
things, and how the service has evolved.

QUIZ NIGHT: OUR POPULAR QUIZ RETURNS ON SATURDAY 28 FEBRUARY start
gathering your team!

TUESDAY AFTERNOON GROUP this group needs someone to take on the leaders role,
to organise the programme, and liaise with speakers. We have good volunteer support to
prepare and serve tea, to help set up and tidy up. Could you, or someone you know step

into this role?
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All Saints’ Church Notices

Emergency Prayer Chain: jenny.britt@yahoo.com

WORKING PARTY - INDOORS AS WELL AS OUT! You are welcome to come
along on the first Saturday of each month when we get together to care for the
grounds at All Saints’ and to dust, sweep and generally clean the church. We meet from
9.30 -11.30am or whatever time you can manage. Our next session will be on Saturday 7
February. Coffee served, jobs done, fun had.

DATES FOR THE DIARY
o 21 February 1-5pm Repair Fair
« 28 February 7pm Quiz


mailto:jenny.britt@yahoo.com

Lot What's on this Week

q7E/

Tuesday 13
9.00am Morning Prayer at St Mary’s

Wednesday 14
9.15am Morning Prayer at St Nicholas’
10.30am Holy Communion at St Nicholas’

Thursday 15

10.00am Holy Communion at All Saints’

Sunday 18 January - The Baptism of Christ

8.00am Holy Communion at St Nicholas’
President - Revd Patrick Moriarty; Preacher — Geoff Payne
9.30am Sung Eucharist at St Nicholas’

President - Revd Patrick Moriarty; Preacher — Geoff Payne
This service will be live streamed on facebook.com/
StNicholasChurchHarpenden

9.30am Family Communion at St Mary’s
President & Preacher - Revd Sally Goodson

Live-streamed on www.facebook.com/StMarysKinsbourneGreen

10.00am All Age Worship at All Saints’
Led by Peter Barlow & Jenny Barlow-Britt

Zoom details available in the weekly email sending the pew leaflet or by
request from associate.vicar@allsaints.parishofharpenden.org

11.30am Morning Praise at St Nicholas’ Church Hall

Leader - Chris Powell; Speaker - Revd Patrick Moriarty
4.30pm Christingle at St Mary’s
6.30pm Choral Evensong at St Nicholas’

Readings Isaiah 42.1-9 Acts 10.34-43 Matthew 3.13-17
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